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THE MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES 
DEPARTMENT

1. Introduction:

The Modern Foreign Languages Department is a successful, well-established department in Chestnut Grove School.  It has been very effectively led and managed for several years, and systems, policies and practices are firmly in place.  

2.  Staffing:
The Languages Department currently consists of 6 members of staff.  The Head of Department and 5 specialist teachers. 
3.  Curriculum:
Key Stage 3:
All students take either French or Spanish.  The language specialist students take Italian as an extra language, partly within their timetable and partly as an extra-curricular activity.
There are comprehensive schemes of work in place, and the text books used are ‘Expo’ and ‘Mira’ at KS3 and ‘Studio’ and ‘Viva’ at KS4.

Students are taught in mixed ability groups in Year 7, and set by ability from Year 8.

Key Stage 4:

French, Spanish and Italian are offered at Key Stage 4, with 3 hours a week, and a good number take each subject to GCSE.  

Specialist students often continue two languages to GCSE, with many gaining A*-C grades in both languages.

Key Stage 5:
‘A’ Level French, Spanish and Italian are offered in the Sixth form.
4.  Accommodation and facilities:
The department has 4 multi-purpose classrooms, all with Interactive Whiteboards.
5.   Trips, visits and exchanges:

There are annual residential trips to Spain and France, and this year the Italian specialists will be visiting Rome. 
6.   Specialist students

Before the introduction of specialist schools and subsequently academies, Chestnut Grove, with Wandsworth L.E.A., decided to specialise in two subject areas – Art and Design, and Modern Foreign Languages.

This means that we are able to select, on entry at 11, up to 30 students with an aptitude for Modern Foreign Languages. We offer 30 specialist places every year in languages and are pleased to say that the numbers of students who accept these places increases year on year. The specialist students that we recruit are enthusiastic and good linguists, who achieve well.

The specialist students study two languages from the start of year 7 either French or Spanish and Italian
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